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Clandestine Arms Traffic In Latin 


TEsre 819 recurring roports of cocmunist errs shincsnts to 
insirgent grocps in Letin écerica. 


infcrr2ti 


This report assesses available 


ca ca clancestins sbip=sats of weapons, particuleriy with 


reference to Cutcn or Soviet bles comlicity in such traffic, and 
identifies theca areas in Latin America where significant quentitiss 
of weapons are in civilian hands. 


Fow Latin frerican gcovernzents hava 


heangovernioatel 


sifective ceatrol over ounership of arnitraffic in arcs. 


groups oF individual civilians hold large stocks of woapens in the area, 


novadly in Central America, Colezbia, Venezusla and Bolivis. 


Known Soviet blee nilitary shipments to Latin Acerica were rade in 1954 


to tks ccxommist-deminated Arbenz regims in Guatemala and to Cuba since 


1960. There was no ceafirmation of Cuban arms reaching ths rest of ths 


Esmisphsre in lezge quantities mtil the discevery of an erms cachs in 


Venezusla in early Neverber 1963. 


Communist training of su Ves, propaganca 


nourrarey Prable> 


Suppers and financing sspresent a greater threat to ths internal security 


upplied throaca 


situation οὐ nest Letin Arosricaen comirios than 


ths efforts of Cuba or ths Evrcpoan communist commiriss. Tks moans 
for insimocetie already are αὖ hand in tha form of arms thet have 


beca readily evailcble to tks civilian population for years. 
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military firearms still e:cist in Latin America, bat these are alzost 
without exception older weapons, seme dating to the 1920's. 5:32} 
quantities af Czech sporting crms a>e smcported into some comtries 
(Brazil, Venesuela, EL Salvador). Tnere have been scattered reports, 
come from reliable sources, of ποῦ exbassy officials presenting 
modern hand weapons to certgin individuals; the most accurcie 
jimforsation on this 1s available from Bolivia, were Caechoslovakia 
is active in the tesde and prevaganca fielés. Never‘neless, the 
only significant Soviet or astern European shipments of weapons 
Knewm to have been cestined for Latin America vere to Guatemala in 
19ay and Cuba beginning in 1960. 


Arms traffic end threst ἐδ internal security 


The prime thre2t to internal secusity in Latin America, as fer 
as weapons are comcermed, comes from existing stocks of arms available 
+o the civilian populace. The threat could be increasec by Soviet 
sevolies or by shinmenis frem Cuba's large supply of snzil ems, 
or during 1960. Cuba's arsenal is a gear~by potential sourca of 
weapons Zor dissident groups in the hsnisthere, oarticularly if the 
Cubcn holdings continue to be augcented and standardizedwith addivional 
Soviet ecuipment. Am increase in torrorist and guerrilla activities 
in most countries of Ietin America woulde not depemd on Soviet or 
Cuban supplics, however. Arms usually are evailable for those who 
want then badly enough, and the clandestine invrocuction of veapons 
could prokebly nov cde made in sufficient quantity to materially 
εἶδον the interne] security situation οἵ most coumriess 


Tae nrixary impact of Cuce, and of other communist countries; 
on the insurgency problen in the hemischere is in terms of suoversive 
training, propaganda end financing. Eesily transportable fimds 
sunplied from communist sources fo> the purchase Iecally of \weepons 
ana munitions ace more useful to inswogent groups taan actual arms 
shipments with all the attendant cengers of discovery, publicity, 
end retaliate: action by the governments concerned. 
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